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Photography: Udo Dagenbach
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The basic idea of the concept is an urban garden, in which the residents receive a
useful platform as large as possible to develop their activities, by using a clear, easily
understandable outline. The park provides services as well for families as for seniors.

The free space in front of the former freight depot Moabit offers the possibility
for various uses, for example a space for art and culture, a location for events,
a playground or a meeting point in the cosy beer garden. A curved path with
seatings leads to the building and to the rear areas of the park. On either side of the
forecourt are created lawns under a bright canopy of 100 Japanese pagoda trees
(Sophora japonica). Their crowns are cut flat, like a roof.

The area east of the building shall be provided to the public for an individual use. In
a collaborative development process, the split area could develop, for example, into
a mosaic of kitchen garden, school-based “laboratory garden” and cosy meeting
place. The citizen garden receives raised planting beds and structuring rank
elements.

On the west side of the building is the playground with various play and activity
opportunities for children and adults. For the design of the playground children and
young people between 4 and about 10 to 12 years were surveyed. Many wishes
could be considered, such as a wave path for bicycles, crates, towers of wooden
boxes that point to the former use of the freight depot, partner swings, nest swings
and a bobby car race track.

At the north side of the park, the terrain is banked slightly rising so that a “balcony”
is created. Sloping to the south a generous lawn/wildflower meadow arises as an
orchard with fruit trees and shrubs, which proceeds shall be used by the residents.

The noise-protection wall to the neighbouring street is designed as a concave
concrete wall with a structure like “egg-coal” - a reference to the use of the site as a
freight depot.
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The basic idea of the design principle for the home garden was shield to the
surrounding neighbouring areas and structures from the garden and the structuring
of the garden itself in diverse areas, which respectively enables the use for all family
members.

The crucial idea of the reorganisation of the garden was implemented using
linear and selective elements from plants (Fagus sylvatica, Carpinus betulus, Buxus
sempervirens) and stone (limestone walls, limestone cuboids, gabion walls of
limestone, terrace slabs of limestone, basalt stone paving). The repetition of the
stone elements and the play of colours in the plants composed from a mixture of
red-leaved trees as solitaire and hedge lines, reinforces the impression of the garden
by the appearance linear tree plantings of high hornbeam strains and hornbeam
walls along the property border. In general, only white and blue purple flowering
shrubs, perennials and bulb plants were used, thus stimulating a greater depth
effect of the landscape, through the selective use of adequate flower colours. The
interaction of the recurring materials and plant structures in different dimensions
results in a spatial expanse. The staging of the different areas in the garden under a
parent design theme was the main objective in the design idea.
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