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In 2008 we were asked to design the garden of a modernist style villa in a pine tree forest close to Vilnius the capital of 

Lithuania. The building and the raw structures of the surrounding were designed by architect Alfredas Trimonis –HKT 

architects in Hamburg.

The owner liked our sculptural projects and asked for a minimalistic approach to thegarden design.
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 !"#$!%&"#'(%)# )*+"'# ,)'#'("-,.-#*)/%'(!"0"#10%/#)$%#"&"/"2)'34%0,5%2)*&#("01"-)&67/*,2)*,2"8# &*$2#*28#9"06#!,:!#9"0),-*&#(,2"#)0""##')"/';# !,'#-0"*)"'#*#

kind of melancholic, meditative mood which is very close to Japanese garden themes. The villa “sucks” in this forest mood using windows from the bottom to the 

ceiling. So you always see a part of the garden/forest from inside. In a wooden paving of an outdoor terrace the designers cut a rectangular hole. In this hole they 

*00*2:"8#*#-<=%,8#'-<&()<0"#0"(0"'"2),2:#)!"#/%')#(%'',=&"#0"8<-),%2#%1#*#:*08"23#!*&1#><0*'',-#/*0=&"#*28#!*&1#-&,(("8#6"$;#?2#*#=<@<'#-<=%,8#,2#)!"#&*$2#)!"6#

placed a spherical bronze calotte with various circular opening spread – like a star sky. At night it is lit from inside. At the backside of the house the designers 

arranged a spherical garden by creating a ball-shaped sculpture in the lawn between the vertical pine tree stems. One third consist of Jurassic marble – the other 

two thirds is again clipped yew.
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Other parts of the garden close to the living room and sauna a designed as japanese dry landscape garden with gravel, diabas stones, 90 years old Taxus 

cuspidata Bonsais from Japan and amorphous clipped buxus sempervirens.

In the line of the japanese garden another sculpture shaped as a discus is arranged. This time we wanted to have a garden element which looses any 

connection with gravity. That is why we  created the top of the 1,4 m diameter discus as a levitating Jurassic marble stone.
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Below Taxus media hill was planted thus the complete shape of the discus is visible.

The discus got stainless steel stanchions which are shaped like stork feet anchored in concrete outside the discus axis.

Stone and Yew are connected symbolic by a bronze disc.
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Ludwig Mies van der Rohe designed the 1926 built revolution monument dedicated to the murdered socialists Rosa 

 !"#$%!&'()*+(,)&-( .#%/*#0123( 42(#".52#+(!*2.-( .25(+#52&!02.6*( 21&6!'1( 21#(7)8.5( .*(9:;<(6*( 21#(0#$#2#&=( .*(>#&-.*(

Friedrichsfelde. It was an outstanding piece of art with enormous international recognition and far ahead of the architecture 

at that time. 
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The so called Landhaus Lemke, very modern and modest Bungalow in Berlin Hohenschoenhausen, located at the so called Obersee Lake, was the last work 

6?(@.#5(.*(%#&-.*(%#?6&#(1#(#$.'&)2#+(26(A$#&.0)3(B1#(>)*')-6C(.5(&#52&6&#+(5.*0#(DEEE()*+('-)55#&()*+(F)'#*%)01(&#526&#+(21#(')&+#*(6?(21#(%!.-+.*'(.*(21#(

style of that time, according to plans of the former landscape architect Herta Hammerbacher.

B1#(-)*+()&2(G&6H#02(!5#5(+#5.'*(G&.*0.G-#5(6?( 21#(+#52&6=#+($6*!$#*23(B1#(G&60#55(6?( 21#(+#52&!02.6*(I*+5( .25(&#J#02.6*(%=(+#06*52&!02.*'(21#($6*!$#*2(

elements an reconstruct it in a changed symbolic meaning.

The shifted and stacked brick stone cubes have changed to parallel plant beds framed by wooden blankets.

B1#=()&#(G-)*2#+(C.21(&#+( -#)?#+('&)55(KLG1.6G6'6*(G-)*.50)G65(*.'&#50#*5M(&#+(J6C#&.*'(1.'1(52#$(&65#5()*+('&6!*+06N#&(&65#5()*+(C1.2#(G)&/(&65#5(O(

which Mies liked very much.

The plant beds are mulched with crushed brick stones. This puts a strong contrast to the lawn
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The soviet star as an element of the former monument is stamped about 40 cm into the ground and forms a new communication point like a Japanese kotatsu 

table.

B1#('&6!*+(6?(21#(52)&(.5(I--#+(C.21(0&!51#+(%&.0/(526*#53

This way the star gets and additional function beside its historical political meaning and transforms to a sign like in the design sketch of Mies

A*(#+.2.6*(6?(9E(5G#0.)-(51)G#+(%&.0/(526*#5(!5#5(#-#$#*25(6?(21#(&#N6-!2.6*($6*!$#*2()*+(1#-G#+(I*+.*'(21#(+#5.'*(.+#)(6?(21#(-)*+()&2(G&6H#023
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We were asked to do a modern and reductive design which provides possibilities to install sculptures in the near future.The 

 !"#$%&'%("!)*+&,-$%$*&,./%+"%$0-""("/%+1%+!)%2-""$%3(/%$*-,+$456!$2!()% "-1%+!)%&37%2-""$%*3/%2&%+"%-"$8"02"/%3(/%!(%3%

hidden garden part a playground for the kids should be installed.

Thus briefed we decided to create a more spacious and structured garden which give the owner and visitors a protected but 

yet very richly impression.

9*"%2-"$$%&'%3..%("!)*+&,-%)3-/"(%3-"%!(2")-32"/%+1%%,$!()%2*":%3$%$"0&(/%$0-""(%+"*!(/%2*"%;-$2%$0-""(%8.3(232!&(4

We changed the terrace area close to the living room to a spacious area with a beige natural paving out of jurrasic marble 

from Bavaria.

To provide a strong screen we installed a long 2 m high Wall made of concrete and rendered with slabs of jurrasic marble – 

same as the paving – with an integrated waterfall coming out of the wall and falling into a small basin.
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<3-8!(,$%+"2,.,$%=%0,+"%$*38"/%=%#"-"%,$"/%3$%>%:%*!)*%$0-""(!()%8.3(2$%4?3),$%$1. 32!03%32-&8,(!0"3%3(/%?3),$%$1. 32!03%%3-"%,$"/%3$%'&-:3.%0.!88"/%

blocks , cubes and hedges. They are completed with yew hedges and boxwood hedges.

Japanese marbles and Amelanchier lamarckii both umbrella shaped grow out of the formal clipped plants. Rhododendron, Azaleas, Cornus kousa and Prunus 

0"-3$!'"-3%@!)-3%3-"% '&-:!()%2*"%0&,(2"-83-2% 2&% 2*"% '&-:3.%8.3(2$4% %A"0&-32! "%)-3$$"$B%C$2!.+"%3(/%D&$23%$&:"%)-&,(/0& "-%-&$"$%#!2*% .3 "(/"-%3-"% 2*"%

perennial layer in the setting.

9*"%E&#"-!()%0&.&,-$%3-"%#*!2"%3(/%.!.3%+.,"4%%F,.+$%3$%/3''&/!.$4%$(&#%0-&0,$%3(/%&2*"-$%'&..&#%2*"%$3:"%0&.&,-%8-!(0!8."$4G!)*2%(&#%2*"%:3!(%"(2-3(0"%3(/%

the driveway are constructed new by using the previously named jurassic marble and black basalt paving.

The whole planning and constructing became a process with very close discussion between client and planner. The trust the client gave into the planners 

choice of plants and materials supported the result very much.
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 !"#$%&"'(#)%'#*!&"'#+,&-"&.#/0%,'1"1#2345/#6-#7#)"&.#8&71686%'79#:"&;7'#+,&-"&.#-68,78"1#6'

<7;=,&>#7'1#?71#@A6-B!"'7!'C# !"#',&-"&.# 6-#A%&91A61"#A"99#D'%A'#0%&# 8!"6&#-E"B6799.#-!7E"1#7'1#=6>#8&""-C#F,&#%0GB"#

A%&D-#8%>"8!"&#A68!#8!";#-6'B"#;%&"#8!7'#25#."7&-C

The Hamburg situated owner family wanted to do a relaunch of the garden center adjusted to

!"71H,7&8"&-#%0#8!"#B%;E7'.

The family decided 2006 to built a new glasshouse with an almost 2 ha sales garden around it and to demolish the old 

garden center.

 !"#87-D#0%&#%,&#%0GB"#A7-#8%#B&"78"#=%8!#7#&"9786)"#-8786B#I#&"E&"-"'8786)"#"'8&7'B"#-68,786%'#7'1#7

J"K6=9"#-79"-#>7&1"'#A68!#7'#,E>&71"#7'1#-8.96-!#9%%DC#L#9%8#%0#"K6-86'>#;78"&679-#7'1#E97'8-#!71#8%#="#6'8">&78"1C#M,&6'>#8!"#

realization many new materials of sponsors had to be integrated respectfull and expressive.

All this produced by itself a process of continuously renewed and changed hand drawings. Cad

M&7A6'>-#A"&"#&"799.#8!"#97-8#-8"E#N#7'1#B!7'>"1#)"&.#%08"'#8%%C# !"#)"&.#,',-,79#8!";"#'""1"1#7#)"&.#,',-,79#7EE&%7B!#

to the design.

In front of the entrance I had the idea of a kind of Broderie in a mixed modern - historical style. Tribute to the tradition of 

the nursery and the need of showing new elements. A circle of 9 m formed a gem like plant bed in which about 4000 buxus 

plants were used. The picture which the photographer Arnt Haug took was taken two days after the opening of the garden 

center and three days after planting the buxus . Only the best plants of the nursery were used in this part. 

In front a very classical French style ornament is used the inverse way – the ornament is white gravel an the rest is buxus. 

To the right circle and ball shaped forms of Buxus sempervirens, Taxus baccata and Ilex crenata create a playfull and almost 

amorphe garden There the path are amorphe forms with black copper cinder chippings. To the left the idea of a formal 

garden in constructivism style was developed from an earlier garden art project in the Berlin Mies van der Rohe Haus. Flat 

and high cube formed Taxus baccata, and buxus sempervirens are contrasted with umbrella shaped Pinus sylvestris.
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 !"#$%&#'(%)*)'+,*-.!/%+,&//%-)+%#0+)"#0&%/+1*-*+2#./&)3+,-!0"4$)+5-!6+%-$&74&%/+/&6*)$!#*893*+,%(&#.+4!#)&)$)+5-!6+:*//!1+

and tumbled Belgium clay pavers.The frontgarden  is divided  in driveway and entrance area. The position of entrance at the 

-!%0+%#0+$3*+*#$-%#4*+%$+$3*+3!")*+1*-*+"#/"4;&/:+%/-*%0:+0*7#*0+<:+$3*+%-43&$*4$8

 !-+ $3*-*+1%)+#!+0&-*4$+(&)"%/+4!##*4$&!#+1*+3%0+$!+ &#)$%//+%+ /&#;&#.+)="%-*+13&43+ &)+6%-;*0+$3-!".3+5!"-+9%>")+<%44%$%+

formally clipped in shape of the ones in castle Villandry in France.

Balls and Cubes from Taxus media Hicksii and Ligustrum vulgare atrovirens complete the formal design of the garden.

Groundcovers as Heuchera sanguinea Royal Purple, Pachsysandra terminalis, Carex morrowi Geranium Rozanne and 

groundcover roses surround all solitaire plants.

Amelanchier lamarckii multistem, Quercus fastigiata Koster- Pillar oak, Pinus cembra and a Picea abies Hoopsi – blue as 

?3-&)$6%)+$-**+%-*+")*0+$!+0*7#*+$3*+),%4*8
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93*+.%-0*#+!#+$3*+<%4;)&0*+&)+5!-6+%)+%+),&-%/+)3%,*0+4",8+@#+$3*+4*#$*-+1*+&#)$%//*0+%+5!"#$%&#+A+%+4!,:+!5+*%$!#+4%)$/*+&#+2#./%#0+8+B!>1!!0+3*0.*)+5-%6*+

$3*+-!)*+,/%#$&#.+1&$3+.-!"#04!(*-+-!)*)+%#0+3&.3+)$*6+-!)*)8+C+DE+6+/!#.+F*-.!/%+1&$3+4/&6<&#.+-!)*)+/*%0)+$3*+0*4*#0&#.+,%$3+$!+%+.%4*<!+1&$3+?*/6%$&)+%#0+

climbing Roses . Pinus slyvestris watereri and Taxus baccata shaped as umbrella created point de vue across the garden. 

Many Hosta in varieties follow the paths. Hemerocallis in varieties , decorative grass, Vinca minor and Pachysabndra terminalis cover the ground. 

G3!0!0*#0-!#'+B!>1!!0+<%//)+%#0+6%#:++H:0-%#.*%+2#0/*))+)"66*-+%#0!$3*-+I!1*-&#.+)3-"<)+1*-*+,/%#$*08

The garden pictures are made two and four weeks after planting. So the impression of the garden was the one of a already several year old.
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